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Calgary ATV Riders Association

Message from the President

Written by: Christine Ross

Dear Members & Friends,

This 2013 year has been full of
new and exciting things hap-
pening with the club. It was
my first year as President and it
has been a great learning expe-
rience. A lot of work goes into
running the club and with only
a limited amount of volunteers
we all work hard to make it a
There have been
some small changes on how we
do things but mostly it has
stayed the same. We pur-
chased our own BBQ supplies,
awning and tables and one of
our long standing members has
been kind enough to allow us
to store the items in her shop.
We had fantastic membership
turnouts at all our events this
year and everyone came back
from their rides happy.

Success.

Our year started out with a day
ride & pot luck in February
from the Ghost Airstrip, it was
a warm winter day with plenty
of riding, food and hot choco-
late to go around. During the
May long weekend we had 30
trailers and over 70 riders. Un-
fortunately we had to cancel
our Hunter Valley Ride due to
the devastating flooding that
took place all around Alberta
and our heart goes out to those
who were affected and are still
dealing with the tragedy. The
September Long weekend Pig
Roast was a huge success, we
had 37 camping units and over
100 members participate in the
Pig Roast and Pot Luck. Over
75 members registered for the

rides and everyone came back
safe and smiles on their faces.
To top it off it is the first year
we none of the 75 Ibs. pig left
over, thanks to the great idea
from the Wesson’s of serving
pulled pork with Bulls-eye
sauce. Yummy!

At the board leadership level
we have been proactive in en-
suring our members are kept
informed regarding upcoming
events and we are not only on
Facebook but we finally have
our Forum up and running. It
will take some time for mem-
bers to migrate over to the new
forum but I believe in no time
we will have members posting
ad-hoc rides, what they did this
summer and reviews on their
favorite products and accesso-
ries.  Create your own free
account by logging on at
\\'\\'\\'.Cill‘Vill:\'ill\'l'id(’l’ﬁ.C( m /Cill'

We have big plans for the 2014
year. Along with our tradition-
al events we hope to involve
members in our 1t annual
Stewatrdship days. This will be
held every year either the last
weekend in May or the first
weekend in June. The CARA
2014 1st annual Stewardship
Days will take place on May
315t & June 1st next year. It will
be a time when we get together
with nothing but the tools in
hand and go out and see to
some much needed mainte-
nance on our trails. This may
involve shovels and picks to
drain and fill large mud-holes,
chainsaws and brawn to cut

trees to create a sustainable
trail section, garbage bags and
gloves for clean-up or augers
and poles to erect new signage.
We want this to involve as
many volunteers as possible
over two days to make a differ-
ence. So save the date and
join us in making our trails safe
and enjoyable.

Join us on October 24, 2013
for our General meeting that
will be held in the Hospitality
Room at the West Hillhurst
Community Centre between 7-
9 pm. Wayne Page will be on
hand to show members their
“Go Forward” initiative in
establishing a Delegated Ad-
ministrative Organization
(DAO) to administer a Provin-
cial Designated Trail System.
This is an extremely important
initiative as it will allow a
steady cash flow to the clubs
for trail maintenance, enforce-
ment and education. Some-
thing we have never had in the
past.

In conclusion 1 want to sin-
cerely thank all the volunteers
who stepped up this year to
help out at the events and
those behind the scenes who
continue to make this club a
strong and fun group. You are
all appreciated!

See you on the trails!


http://www.calgaryatvriders.com/car�
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Help us make
tour forum a suc-
cess , create your

FREF account

today!

Visit

www.calgaryatvri
ders.com/car

“"We want this to
involve as many
volunteers as
possible over two
days to make a
difference.”

Caption describing picture or
graphic.

CARA Forum is Now Live!

It has been a long time coming
but the Calgary ATV Riders
has a forum up and running.
Now all we need is YOU!
Help us make this forum a
success by posting your re-
views, invite other riders to
come out for a day ride or
camp out or just chat about
what is gong on in the ATV
community. Dealerships will
be posting discounts and spe-
cials specifically geared towards
our members and fellow riders.
This is the place to find out
when they will be having an in-

store special, event and up-
coming Demo Days where you
can try out an ATV or side x
side.

Forums include: Campfire; for
anything non ATVing. Wanna
Ride; for those of you who
have the itch to get out and
need an ride mate. The old
“Rebels” Forum is back and
will host the Boys Weekend at
Dutch Creek along with a
Countdown counter, Product
Reviews, Dealership Discounts
& Specials, CARA Discussions
and a forum for each of your

favorite riding areas to post
trail, camping or general area
information.

Create you FREE account
today and join in on the talk.

www.calgaryatvriders.com/car

Together we can make this
forum a success!

A special Thank you goes out
to Paul Rimmer for developing
this forum. There are count-
less hours of work that have
been put into this site by Paul
and 1 am glad it is finally
LIVE!

It Annual Stewardship Days Spring 2014

Over the past 3 years the club
has seen some significant dam-
age to the trails surrounding
Calgary. Especially this year
the floods have washed out
bridges and ctreated washouts
deeper and wider than ever
before. The Calgary ATV Rid-
ers is looking forward to hold-
ing their first Annual Steward-
ship Days in the spring of
2014. This event will be held

every spring either the last
weekend in May or the first
weekend in June. The CARA
2014 1st annual Stewardship
Days will take place on May
31t & June 1st. It will be a
time when we can get together
with nothing but the tools in
hand and go out and see to
some much needed mainte-
nance on our trails. This may
involve shovels and picks to

drain and fill large mud-holes,
chainsaws and brawn to cut
trees to create a sustainable
trail section, garbage bags and
gloves for clean-up or augers
and poles to erect new signage.
We want this to involve as
many volunteers as possible
over two days to make a differ-
ence. So save the date and
join us in making our trails safe
and enjoyable.

2 0] 3 ‘W] dcg t R e Vj e W Weritten by: Christine Ross

During the 2013 CARA Pig
Roast September Long Week-
Ralph’s  Motor-
sports was very generous to let
me try out the Arctic Cat 2013
Wildcat 1000. I had a lot of
fun bombing around in it but I
have to say I still enjoy riding

end Event

my quad which is an Arctic Cat
700 TRV. I was very exciting
to have the opportunity to take
the Wildcat out for a ride, not

only because of the power but
they look like so much fun,
and I was definitely not disap-
pointed.

First let’s have a look at the
specs of the Wildcat: It has a
1000 H2 Engine that has 951cc
V-Twin SOHC 4-stroke, 4-
valve with Electronic Fuel In-
jection (EFI). The 1000 H.O.
has been tuned to deliver even

stronger acceleration thanks to
the extra torque and horsepow-
er provided by heavy-breathing
50mm throttle bodies, a new 2-
into-1 ceramic coated exhaust
and an all-new air intake sys-
tem. With Fox Podium
shocks, a 5 link suspension,
Hydraulic disc brakes, tilt steet-
ing, upper rear radiator place-
ment, front and rear bumpers,
3-point harness seatbelts, race-
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inspired bucket seats, cup
holders, 13 in ground clear-
ance, 120 in long & 64 in wide
with a 740 payload capacity the
Wildcat weighs in at 1305 Ibs.
(Sounds like I’'m introducing a
boxer)

Friday was my first time out
with the Wildcat and we rode
to Cow Lake and the trails on
the East side of the Ghost.
The North end of the Cow
Lake loop can be challenging
in some spots with steep hills
and deep washouts and I was
amazed how easy the Wildcat
handled the changing terrain.
With a width of 64 inches it
straddled
casily navigated the steep hills.
To enable the Wildcat to slow
itself while descending steep
hills adding a bit of gas enables

the washouts and

the belt to engage and stops
the engine from freewheeling
down the hills.

using your brakes from wear-

This saves

ing out too quickly. The rest
of the loop is a fairly easy ride
which gave me the opportunity
to familiarize myself with the
incredible power and steering
wheel instead of my usual han-
dlebars. The width is also
something to take note of as
the Wildcat just fits on the
ATV bridges and having the
ability to judge your tire loca-
tion is definitely important.
The short turning radius makes
mud-hole  go-arounds
difficult but not impossible

more

with a little maneuvering, the
intent of this design by Arctic
Cat was to stop unintentional
dangerous rollovers at low and
high speeds. With plenty of
power the Wildcat has to have
safety features to protect their
riders and they haven’t missed
out on anything when it comes
to safety.

I took the family group out on
a club ride on Saturday and did
the same ride with the excep-
tion the North side of Cow
Lake. I was able to really have
some fun with the Wildcat and
I even tried a few of the mud-
holes I went around the day
The Wildcat easily
navigated anything I drove it

before.

through.

Sunday was the day I got to
have fun with the Wildcat. 10
of us left the Airstrip, 7 ATV’s,
two Wildcats and 1 RZR, and
headed South West to Janie’s
Hill and then South along Les-
ueur Creek Trail. For those of
you who have driven Lesueur
Creek Trail you know there are
many challenging sections and
the recent floods have only
intensified the challenges. The
Wildcat is an easy drive up or
down even the most challeng-
ing hills that include rocks and
ledges.  Something I would
normally take a survey of to
decide the best route to drive
while on my quad I was able to
take the Wildcat up with ease
and very little or no concern.
Mud-holes were easily navi-
gated but I will say that while
driving the Wildcat you are
guaranteed to get very dirty. If
you go through a mud-hole
and try to hit it too fast you are
guaranteed to have a lap full of
The Wildcat
scoops the water/mud over
the front of the Wildcat ulti-
mately landing it directly in

muddy water.

your lap; hence some kind of
barrier or waterproof gear is a
good idea. Once out of the
mud-hole the tires fling the
mud covering the Wildcat from
front to back. By the end of
the weekend I had no idea if I
had been given the red or
green Wildcat there was so

much mud on it. Fenders

might be a good option as well.
Our Sunday ride was not a
long distance, only 55km, but it
did take most of the afternoon
to navigate the trails and there
were plenty of stops to clean
out radiators due to the mud.
The ATV’s and the RZR had
to stop to clean out their radia-
tor due to the deep thick mud
but not the Wildcat. This is
only one advantage to having
the radiator in the upper rear
section of the UTV. You nev-
er have to worry about over-
heating due to mud.

I really enjoyed driving the
Wildcat, it was something new
and I can see purchasing one in
the future. For now I like the
challenge of driving a quad.
With the Wildcat there is no
need to use body language for
corners, hills or off camber
situations and it evokes a sense
of safety even on the most
challenging of trails. The Wild-
cat was so much fun without
the “pucker factor” that I usu-
ally get on some of our rides.
If you ride or have ridden with
Todd or Sylvain you will know
exactly what I am referring to.
For the inexperienced driver
the Wildcat is forgiving and
even the most expetienced
drivers can have fun and go
almost anywhere.

I highly recommend the Wild-
cat if you are interested in a
side by side and I have heard
rumors that in 2014 Arctic Cat
will be unveiling a 50 inch
wide, trail ready version of the
Wildcat. I have a feeling we are
going to see a lot more Arctic
Cats out on the trails in the
near future.

A big thank you goes out to
Ralph’s Motorsports for giving
me the opportunity to experi-
ence one very fun ride!

Help Keep our
trails!

Attend one of the
Free SSRP Infor-
mation session.

For more infor-
mation check out
the web at
Ilanduse.alberta.ca

“With a width of
64 inches it
straddled the

washouts and
easily navigated
the steep hills. "

Newsletter arti-
cles needed.
Have you ridden
somewhere differ-
ent this year?
Have an opinion
about the SSRP?
Tell us about it!
Submit you arti-
cle to the club for
a free member-
ship.
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CARA Corporate Sponsors
Bow Cycle Motor Sports GW Cycle Toys 4 Boys
7309 Flint Road NW 1020 Meridian Road NE 1-3915 Edmonton Trail NE
Calgary AB 403-441-1299 Calgary AB 403-569-9555 Calgary, AB 403-230-9404

www.bowcyclesouth.com

Bow Ridge Sports
229 Charleswood Avenue
Cochrane AB 403-032-2019

www.bowridgesports.com

Cycle Works
4127-6 Street NE
Calgary , AB 403-230-1920

www.cycleworks.com

Destination Cycle
3.73 East Lake Crescent NE
Airdrie, AB 403-948-6940

Join in on the
discussion

Capitol Hill

Community Hall
1531-21 Ave NW
Calgary, Alberta
7:00 PM
Oct. 17, 2013

www.gwcycleworld.com

Hidden Trials Adventures
PO Box 1711
Cochrane, AB 403-948-5377

www.hiddentrailsadventure.com

Mountain Toys
352 River Avenue
Cochrane AB 4039324828

www.mountaintoyspolaris.com

Ralph s Motorsports
5,2220-32 Avenue
Calgary, AB 403-291-4868

www.ralphsmotorsports.com

www.t4bmotorsports.com

Walt Healy Motor Sports
4520-12 Street NE
Calgary, AB 403-250-8630

www.walthealy.com

Xtreme ATV Adventures
7912-71 Avenue SE
Calgary, AB 403-288-8771

www.xtremeadventure.com

DNT Inc.

MD Equipment Sales & Service
P.G. Consulting Inc.

ESPS Electrical Safety Program

Solutions Inc.

South Saskatchewan Regional Planning
Information Session

There has been much specula-
tion regarding the South Sas-
katchewan Regional Planning
(SSRP) meeting that was held
on October 17, 2013 at the
Capitol Hill Community Cen-
tre. Rumors have it that the
SSRP is being established to
close all the ATV trails in Al-
berta which we believe will
never happen although there is
a chance that some trails and
possible complete areas could
be closed to off-highway use.

CARA does recognize that the
need for change is here and
without some type of Manage-
ment Plan in place we could
loose all our trails. The AOH-
VA has been proactive in at-
tending and voicing their con-
cerns and ideas to the commit-
tee for some time now and
recommendation have been
made to the Government but
not all recommendation are in
our favor. The Draft Plan was
released on October 9th and

the Calgary ATV Riders at-
tended the meeting specifically
dedicated to OHV wusers to
review the Draft Plan with the
Committee. CARA will attend
the Stakeholder Workshop on
November 20, 2013 to further
the fight to keep our trails and
make them better for all users.
We look forward to hearing
your views on the SSR Plan
and how you would like to see
it implemented. View the plan
on the web: landuse.alberta.ca
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Thank you to our Volunteers!

The Calgary ATV Riders Asso-
ciation have held several well
attended, well organized, fun
and safe events in since 2006
through to 2013. These have
included: a family day ride and
cookout at McLean Creek in
March, a poker rally in April
or early May, a three day cam-
pout at the Ghost Airstrip in
May and September, Hunter
Valley Loop in June, Thunder
in the Valley in July, a three
day campout in August at Car-

oline, the annual Rebels Ride
to Margaret Lake in November
as well as numerous ad-hoc
rides throughout the year.

There is a lot of behind the
scenes work by the executives
and volunteers that make
these events so successful. Eve-
ry ride and group has a leader
and at least one tail-gunner
that enhance safety; volunteers
do advance scouting and clear-
ing of the proposed trails, ar-
range for and transport food,

coffee and hot chocolate to
events, collect fees, manage
the website, arrange for safe-
ty courses, attend and de-
fend the Club’s interests at

various meetings, make trail
improvements, and so on.

Thank you to everyone who
have made the past years suc-
cessful and filled with adven-
ture. The Calgary ATV Riders
could not have done it with-
out the members and their
support.

Youth OHYV Safety Education: Resources & Programs

By: Liz Ranbach

As a parent, co-owner of
Xtreme Safety Training and a
CARA safety liaison, I am con-
stantly on the look-out for
educational opportunities both
for my own children and

youths in the community.

Off-highway vehicles are be-
coming more and more com-
mon as many families either
own their own machines or
have friends and family who
do. The need for education has
never been greater. Most ma-
chines these days are fully au-
tomatic, which may lead people
to believe that they are easy to
operate. However, they are also
more powerful and much fast-
er which could put an over-
confident, inexperienced rider
into a potentially dangerous
situation.

One size does not fit all when
it comes to OHVs. Manufac-

turers place warning labels with
age restrictions on machines
but there are other factors to
consider. Parents must educate
themselves, in order to provide
age appropriate
opportunities for their chil-
dren. There are many resources

recreational

available. The following is a list
of resources as well as educa-
tional and training services.

COHV- CHVR

The Canadian Off-Highway
Vehicle Distributors
offers a variety of educational

Council

resources which are free of
charge. Parents are invited to
visit their website and order
any material which they feel
would be beneficial. Their re-
sources include an educational
DVD, computer game, activity
book and parent information

guide.

http: www.cohv.ca

1-877-470-2288

indexe.html
AOHVA

The Alberta Off-Highway Ve-
hicles Association administers
the Ride with Respect pro-
gram. This is an
presentation, which focuses on
responsible and safe OHV use.
It is available free of charge to
children and youth

in-class

school
groups.

The AOHVA also supports
the CASI ATV Rider Course
which is a hands-on, half
day training program
which is ideal for youth.
There is a cost for this
program. However, once a
CARA organizes a
free youth class. For more

year

information or to find a local
instructor visit:

http://www.aohva.com

403-673-3332

Without Volunteers the
club would not be able
to continue. Please
help out the club and
volunteer!

“Parents must
educate
themselves, in
order to provide
age appropriate
recreational

opportunities for

their children.”

The need for Education has never
been greater!


http://www.cohv.ca/indexe.html�
http://www.cohv.ca/indexe.html�
http://www.cohv.ca/indexe.html�
http://www.cohv.ca/indexe.html�
http://www.cohv.ca/indexe.html�
http://www.cohv.ca/indexe.html�
http://www.cohv.ca/indexe.html�
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http://www.aohva.com/�

iation

Box 51051
8120 Beddington Blvd. NW
Calgary, Alberta T3K 3VO

2014 Event & Ride Schedule

Feb 17t Family Day at the Ride Ghost Airstrip

May 314, the 7t Annual Poker Rally at McLean Creek

May 17%-20t% Long Weekend Camping Riding Ghost Airstrip
May 31st & June 1st - Stewardship Days - Location TBD

June 27%-July 1st Crowsnest Pass (Atlas Staging Area) Saturday
CARA sanctioned ride only

Aug 1st-3rd, Camping and Riding in the Caroline area.
Aug 29t-Sept 15t CARA 8th annual Pig Roast / Ghost Alirstrip

E-mail: info@calgaryatvriders.com

Web Site: www.calgaryatvriders.com

Internet forums:

www.calgaryatvriders.com/car

On-line memberships and clothing

purchase:

www.calgaryatvriders.com/Online_Store

_and Memberships

Nov 1st, the 11th Annual Rebels Ride to Margaret Lake

We’re on the web

www.calgaryatvriders.com

Christine Ross— President (403) 968-4749

Louis Massonneuve — Treasurer

Todd Lamond- Secretary (403) 226-5579

Joanna Wesson - Director
Richard Wesson - Director

Sylvain Loubert — Director

2013/2014 Calgary ATV Riders Board of Directors

Garry Salekin - Vice President (Stewardship Coordinator)
403) 609-1208

Alec Boyce - Director / Membership Mailings

Bonny Lackey - Director / ATV Instructor / Safety

CARA Clothing is
available Through
our website and at
all CARA Events.

T-shirts: $20 & $25
Ball Caps: $15 and $25
Toques: $15 and $20
Hoodies: $45

2014 CARA Membership Renewal and Drive

Now more than ever Off
High-way Vehicle (OHV)
access and random camp-
ing is under attack in our
region. Our Club is an es-
tablished and vigorous pro-
vincial leader that is a bal-
anced and environmentally
conscious defender of mul-
ti-use trails. Your voice
must be heard to preserve
our sport and places to

ride.

back

country and you are inter-

If you access the

ested in being involved in
an organization that makes

a difference then come
Join Us!

Please continue to support
the Calgary ATV Riders by
renewing your member-
ship. Our annual member-

ships are only $30 per fam-

ily and cover the period
from January 1 to Decem-
ber 31. Corporate member-
ships are $100.

Current Members who
joined on or after Labor
Day weekend, are consid-
ered members for that
quarter as well as for 2014.
Membership forms can be

downloaded

www.calgaryatvriders.com.

online at
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